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Philly 311 Plus helps our communities
Through the work of my staff and community volunteers, my Castor Avenue and 
Rising Sun Avenue offices worked on many local projects.

We have notified city officials about trees that need to be trimmed, potholes that 
need to be repaired and dead trees that need to be removed. We’ve also helped 
to connect people with city services through the Philly 3-1-1 system, by sending 
emails and submitting photos for those without computer access.

My office also has worked with business owners along Castor Avenue as well as 
Rising Sun Avenue and the local Philadelphia Police district to improve police/
community relations and to provide better services while fighting crime.

If you have a local issue that needs to be addressed by a city agency, please 
stop by one of my offices on Castor Avenue or Rising Sun Avenue and we will 
be happy to get you pointed in the right direction and follow up on your request.

Budget impasse 
continues while 
Republicans delay 
compromise
It’s hard to believe that 
Pennsylvania state government 
is approaching the 2016-17 state 
budget year, and yet we still don’t 
have a fully funded budget in place 
for the 2015-16 fiscal year.

Late last year, we were on the verge 
of a bipartisan budget agreement 
led by Philadelphia Rep. John 
Taylor. Unfortunately, not enough of 
his House Republican colleagues 
could agree to compromise and 
solve the budget impasse. 

House and Senate Democrats 
agree with Gov. Tom Wolf that we 
must restore education funding 
cuts that were made under the 
previous administration, as well as 
provide adequate resources to our 
human service agencies that help 
our most vulnerable residents. We 
also must fix the multibillion-dollar 
state budget deficit. However, unlike 
in Philadelphia city government, 
Republicans control the agenda in 
Harrisburg and all too many of them 
would rather do nothing than help 
our schoolchildren.

It’s also disappointing that the 
severance tax on natural-gas 
drillers was not implemented and 
tax loopholes on large corporations 
were not closed. These were 
supported by legislative Democrats, 
but Republicans who control the 
agenda in the House and Senate 
are against both proposals.

Hopefully, 2016 will bring a 
resolution to the budget impasse 
and a smoother budget discussion 
will take place for the upcoming 
fiscal year.

Fully expanded Medicaid helps thousands more people
As the result of an initiative that I helped to keep front and center in Harrisburg, 
114,000 more Philadelphians are enrolled in the state’s Health Choices/Medical 
Assistance program through the federal Affordable Care Act.

Last session, I introduced a resolution urging Gov. Tom Corbett to fully expand 
Medicaid under the federal law. I co-sponsored a bill mandating that the 
governor establish Pennsylvania as a fully participating state. While Corbett 
attempted to play politics with the health of thousands of Pennsylvanians 
by delaying full implementation of the federal Medicaid plan, I encouraged 
Community Legal Services to file a lawsuit blocking 
Corbett’s plan.

With this backing, Gov. Tom Wolf took office last year 
and fully expanded Medicaid to include  
518,038 people.

People are now enrolled in every county in the state, 
with 55 percent of them being men and 45 percent 
women.

Locally, this change means that thousands more Philadelphians are now 
enrolled in Medicaid through Pennsylvania’s Health Choices program. 

Join my email update list
To provide you with 
the latest information 
about state government, 
programs and services, 
and other items of 
interest, I maintain an email list. If 
you would like to be added to my 
email list, please contact my office 
or sign up at www.pahouse.com/
Cohen/EmailSignup. 

House seeks investigation of  
Attorney General Kane 
I am one of the Democratic co-sponsors for a House resolution that calls 
for an investigation into the alleged conduct of Attorney General Kathleen 
Kane. This would be the first step to a possible impeachment of the 
attorney general.
The Pennsylvania Constitution states that the House of Representatives 
can investigate whether inappropriate conduct by public officials, including 
the attorney general, merits impeachment. Kane currently faces several 
criminal charges and is without a valid law license. 
The Judiciary Committee’s Subcommittee on Courts would conduct the 
investigation. If the House would vote to bring articles of impeachment 
against Kane, a public trial would be held by the Senate. That chamber 
would need a two-thirds vote to convict and remove her from office. 

New law encourages families to earn way out of poverty

Zip code – Health 
Choices participants
 19111 3,668
 19124 7,492
 19135 2,775
 19149 4,521
 19154 1,138

Please let me know what you think
If you see things in this newsletter that you like, please let me 
know. Likewise, please let me know about any other issues that are 
important to you. I would be glad to discuss these or any state issues 
with any individual or group of people.

As always, my offices are always available to serve you.

State Representative Mark B. Cohen, 202nd Legislative District

Rep. Mark Cohen 
joined Rep. Leslie 
Acosta for a public 
hearing on driver’s 
license reform 
for Pennsylvania 
immigrants.

As Democratic chairman of 
the House State Government 
Committee, Rep. Mark Cohen leads 
a discussion during a committee 
meeting in Harrisburg.

A new state law, which I voted for, and that helps low-
income families, has been signed into law by Gov. Tom 
Wolf.
Now, families with lower incomes who rely on child care 
subsidies won’t be financially penalized for working more 
hours or taking better jobs with higher pay.
As part of Act 92 of 2015, Pennsylvania’s child care 
benefits structure has been reformed to help families retain 
temporary assistance while they work to achieve economic 
self-reliance. Families with lower incomes who rely on child 
care subsidies will no longer be financially penalized for 
working more hours or taking better jobs with higher pay.

Before the new law, families who earned more money 
eventually reached a so-called “benefits cliff” at which even 
a slight increase in their income made them completely 
ineligible for services worth substantially more than the 
potential income increase, thereby discouraging them from 
accepting raises or working additional hours. 

Now, as parents earn additional income, their copayments 
will increase, rather than their benefits being completely 
cut off. By enabling them to grow their income and work 
experience, families will ultimately be able to support the 
cost of child care entirely.



Keep your family warm this winter
Pennsylvania’s Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) is 
accepting applications for the winter heating season, which runs until April 1.

LIHEAP provides heating funds based on income and family size, as well as 
emergency grants for those in immediate danger of losing their heat.

Application information is available at http://bit.ly/1Hd2WlX.

Events inform residents 
about weatherization 
program
It’s important to make sure your 
home stays warm this winter.
That’s why I’m holding a series of 
events to inform residents about the 
state’s Weatherization Assistance 
Program. I’m being joined by the 
Energy Coordinating Agency to 
discuss how energy efficiency and 
weatherization improvements can 
help keep your utility bills low and 
your house warm. 
Please call (215) 342-2167 or 2168 
to get information about future 
weatherization events.
The state offers the weatherization 
program for low-income households 
to help reduce heating bills. Families 
who make less than 200 percent 
of the federal poverty guideline are 
eligible for this program. 
If you need more information about 
the Weatherization Assistance 
Program, check out the website 
at http://bit.ly/MXUufz or please 
contact my office or one of the 
service providers for Philadelphia: 
Philadelphia Housing 
Development Corp.
1234 Market St. 
Philadelphia, PA 19107
(215) 448-2160
Energy Coordinating Agency
106 W. Clearfield St. 
Philadelphia, PA 19133
(215) 988-0929

Medical marijuana awaits House vote  
after Senate passage
As a statewide leader in the effort to legalize medical marijuana in 
Pennsylvania since 2009, I am encouraged by the overwhelming Senate 
passage of Senate Bill 3.
House leaders have promised a vote on the bill this year. I believe that with 
the support of Gov. Tom Wolf, we finally can help the concerned parents of 
sick children and other advocates who have been waiting for us to enact 
this legislation which would allow medical professionals to prescribe medical 
marijuana to alleviate some of the pain and suffering experienced by 
thousands of people.
I also support the efforts by Philadelphia City Council to decriminalize the 
possession of small amounts of marijuana. Placing nonviolent offenders 
behind bars takes time and effort on the part of police officers that could be 
better spent addressing more serious crimes in our neighborhoods.

State liquor stores provide jobs, keep liquor safe
You may have heard reports about efforts at the state Capitol to sell our 
state liquor store system.

I am against that idea because of the 5,000 good-paying union jobs that 
are provided throughout Pennsylvania at the stores. Additionally, the staff is 
trained to help discourage alcoholism and restrict the flow of liquor through 
our community.

Like most of you, I don’t want liquor to be sold on every block of our 
neighborhoods.

While I believe that we must maximize our state revenue, particularly 
as our senior population grows, I don’t think it’s in the best interest of 
Pennsylvanians to sell the liquor stores to a private entity.

Please contact my office to let me know how you feel about this issue.

Pennsylvania has a new law that would give a second 
chance to some of our neediest residents. I voted for 
the law that would allow criminal record expungement in 
certain situations.

The goal of this law is to help many Pennsylvanians 
become employed as the transgressions of their past 
will be shielded from potential employers. There are too 
many cases in which people make a mistake when they’re 
young and it wreaks havoc on their life for years to come. 
Making record expungement more accessible prevents a 
completed sentence from becoming an indefinite sentence.

Under the law, a person convicted of a third-degree 
misdemeanor or a second-degree misdemeanor, if at least 
10 years have passed since they completed their sentence, 
can ask to appear before a judge and request an order 

for limited access to their criminal record. Criminal justice 
and government agencies would not be subject to an order 
for limited access, and they still would be able to see a 
person’s entire criminal record information.

All violent offenses punishable by imprisonment of more 
than two years, and many others of a serious nature, would 
be prohibited from being subject to an order for limited 
access.

This is an important first step, but there are still issues to 
address in the processes of fair and equitable pardons 
and expungement. Also, we must consider non-violent 
felony convictions that deal a blow to gainful employment 
for those who have made mistakes and have moved on to 
contribute to their communities in a positive way.

Helping our heroes
To help veterans better access services 
and programs available to them, I want to 
encourage them to register with a new online 
Pennsylvania Veterans Registry. 
The registry, operated by the state Department 
of Military and Veterans Affairs, is an online 
application that allows veterans to request 
information related to valuable state benefits, 
programs and services offered by the agency. 
The registry features responsive design 
technology to make it accessible on mobile 
devices and computers. A registrant’s 
information will be shared with the appropriate 
county Veterans Affairs Office and other 
relevant commonwealth agencies to facilitate 
local connections that aid in providing services 
to the veteran.
The site can be accessed at https://register.
dmva.pa.gov/ or visit my offices and we can 
help you to register.

Persian Gulf veterans  
program extended
The application deadline for the Persian Gulf 
Conflict Veterans Benefit Program has been 
extended to Aug. 31, 2018.
According to the Pennsylvania Department 
of Military and Veterans Affairs, since 2008, 
the state has compensated more than 11,500 
veterans for their service in the Persian Gulf 
conflict.
I voted for the law that extended the program.
The bonus pays $75 per month for qualifying, 
active-duty service members, up to $525 
maximum. For personnel who died or whose 
death was related to illness or injury received 
in the line of duty in Operations Desert Shield 
or Desert Storm, there is an additional $5,000 
available to the surviving family. Service 
members who were declared prisoners of war 
also may be eligible for an additional $5,000.
For more information on how to apply, visit 
www.persiangulfbonus.pa.gov.

  House bans cash gifts
I was the initiator and first co-sponsor of legislation that would prohibit state 
legislators and other public officials and employees from accepting cash gifts.

Like most people, I was surprised to learn that accepting cash gifts was 
allowed under current state law. This commonsense ban was adopted as part 
of the operating rules of the House of Representatives.

A limited exception allows for close family members who give cash gifts of a 
personal nature.

Primary election is April 26
Tuesday, April 26 is Pennsylvania’s primary election. Polls will 
be open from 7 a.m. until 8 p.m. It appears both Democratic and 
Republican primaries will be highly contested.
The last day to register to vote in the primary is March 28, and you 
can do that online at www.register.votespa.com. The new website 
allows you to make updates to your voter record, such as change of 
name, address or party affiliation. You can also request assistance at 
a polling place. 
This online system is more secure because the form will be 
transmitted directly to the proper county voter registration office 
for processing, compared with the traditional paper application 
containing personal information that might pass through several 
hands before you are officially registered.
The site is directly linked to the Pennsylvania Department of 
Transportation, so if you have a driver’s license or PennDOT ID card, 
your signature on file can immediately be linked to your voter record.
In this primary election, registered Democrats or Republicans can 
select nominees from their respective parties to represent them in 
the November general election. Independents can switch to the 
Democratic or Republican party to vote for president and other 
offices if they choose to do so.
Voters will cast ballots for president of the United States, U.S. 
senator, U.S. representative, state attorney general, state auditor 
general, state treasurer, state senator and state representative, and 
delegates to the presidential national conventions.
Your polling place may have changed since the last election. Voters 
can verify their polling location at www.votespa.com.  
Unless you are a first-time voter or voting at a new polling location, 
photo ID is not required.

Income eligibility is as follows:
Household Size Income Limit
 1 $17,655
 2 $23,895
 3 $30,135
 4 $36,375
 Each Additional
 Person Add $6,240

Rep. Mark Cohen offers his 
thoughts to members of the House 
Appropriations Committee as 
discussion takes place on the state 
budget. Rep. Mark Cohen leads his colleagues from the Philadelphia 

Delegation in addressing the full membership of the House of 
Representatives in memorializing the death of Firefighter Joyce 
Craig, a resident of Castor Gardens.

Rep. Mark 
Cohen 

welcomed 
members of 
Philadelphia 

Central 
High School 
during their 
visit to the 

state Capitol.

Criminal record expungement law offers second chance

IMPORTANT 2016 PRIMARY ELECTION DATES 
March 28 Last day to register to vote
April 19 Last day to apply for an absentee ballot
April 22 Last day for county election offices to receive  

 absentee ballots
April 26 Election Day - Polls open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.     
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A new state law, which I voted for, and that helps low-
income families, has been signed into law by Gov. Tom 
Wolf.
Now, families with lower incomes who rely on child care 
subsidies won’t be financially penalized for working more 
hours or taking better jobs with higher pay.
As part of Act 92 of 2015, Pennsylvania’s child care 
benefits structure has been reformed to help families retain 
temporary assistance while they work to achieve economic 
self-reliance. Families with lower incomes who rely on child 
care subsidies will no longer be financially penalized for 
working more hours or taking better jobs with higher pay.

Before the new law, families who earned more money 
eventually reached a so-called “benefits cliff” at which even 
a slight increase in their income made them completely 
ineligible for services worth substantially more than the 
potential income increase, thereby discouraging them from 
accepting raises or working additional hours. 

Now, as parents earn additional income, their copayments 
will increase, rather than their benefits being completely 
cut off. By enabling them to grow their income and work 
experience, families will ultimately be able to support the 
cost of child care entirely.


